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" AppHcaion]hruary 2, 1948,. Serial No.,881 
3CIaiïns.. (CL 280m33:4'4) 
Thi inventionrelaes fo: a-trailer hitch.in com- 
bination, with: a bumIer guard and, haa for. its, 
principal, object, te provkte a traiter hitch sup- 
ported, by a bumper o£ mvtur, vehicti-or, the like 
with a bumper guard adaPed to. overlie nd con- 
«ealhe hich construction when- a traiter is hot 
tùtcloE, fo the - motor, ehicte.... 
 Anoher object oï .this invention-is: t 0' providi a 
connection rom th hitch construction, on the 
humper .to the frame .othe: vehicte-so that a 
direct pull is realize d frQm., the motor vehicle tv  
the- trailer- and the stain o£ the drat is caried 
fo the frame. This obw.iaea the tendency of the 
weight of thi trailer fo, deorm o« wreaken, the 
bUlnpev. ]5, 
A- further object, o this, inention, is to provide 
a guard for a bumper of a motor vehicle, designe.d 
to conceal the trailer hitch construct0n, when 
it is hot in use,. and: adapteoE to. be 10cked in an 
angular planebetow the hîtclconatauctior, vtien. 
a t.railer is connected, to the. wehïce. 
A still further obje.ck of thïs irveitibn is. to 
prvvide a bumper guadl adped to conceaI tie 
hitch, constucti0r and, aIso stur.dily contruc£ed 
and attached to th humper so. as to. protect the 
trunk or rear end- of the wehl. om gents and 
minor damaga fom r.ear enoE coltîsions. 
Another ïeatur.e of this irvention i to piv- 
otalt secure a bumper guardto .ttie, bumper of a 
motor vehicle so as to conceaI, tle. hitch assem- 
b when in v.eica] posiïion, and to permit the 
hitch, ba to be utilize, d  auppor.t, .a drawba 
theremoE when in a. horiZontal postïon below the 
hitch construction an at rigti angIes 
bumper. 
Another object is to. utilize a slotted; rhin bar 
as a locking member to. auppot and  Iock the 
bumper guard in either seIected position. 
Another object, of  this invention is to provide 
a combination traiIer hitch and bumper guard 40, 
that is simple and inexpensive to manufacture, 
easily attached to the bttmper of a car and de- 
signed and adaptable for use vith  any make -or 
type of motor vehicle. 
The full features and. other ancillary objects, 
wilI appear more clearly in the detaited descrip- 
tion.to, follow and in the drawings» wherein:. 
Figure 1- i. a lerspective view. of the, bamper 
glIr.d sho'n attached to the reaz bumper ofa car 
and.conc.ealing, the hitch construction; 50. 
Figur 2 is: a side elevationalïview of this- device 
with a side of the guard broken away to exemplify 
the hitch construction; 
Figure 3 is a fragmentary rear elevation of the 
invention; 55 

Figure 4 is .detailed-view o the bttmper g.uard 
s91çrt ltate sho.n, generally._ in.Figttre 2.;, anoI 
Fig-ure 5 is a ransverse sectional, view taken 
substantially on.the line. -- of,Figure 3, 
With reference toE the drawings, wherein simi- 
lar characters: o£_ r.eference refer, to; identical 
parts throughout-, and, in, particular. Figure 1, 
there is shown an automobile, 10,of conventional 
make and desig-n,, having a r.ear bumpe]: 12, 
tached thereto bF ,usual.. construction, 
Seeured fo, the: bnmler is-a, bumper guard l4 
which.my be cast as..one piec.e or otherv¢ise con, 
strupted of any suitable sturdy màteriaL The 
g:uard compiises: sîdes 1--15 formed integrlly 
with the'face portion I.. and rounded a the edges. 
One of the sides I- bas= an. inoeardly extending 
flange 4. pivotall sec.ur, ed- acljacent, the end 
thereof and. designed ta support, locling, means 
for the. btunper., guard, fo ,be described more fully 
herein£ter. The edges -of the sides. I I are 
c,'ved: inwardly midway their extremi,ties» to 
c.onform te the outwardly curved contour of the 
bumper and. are adapted to fit. flush witti the 
oute aurface of the bumper hen in a vertical 
25 guarding, position The hitch construction, when 
" not in use,. and. when: the humpe guard, is. ir a 
v.er.tical lsition, fits within., the well or chamber 
9: formed b the sides.,and, face. of: the guar.d:. 
/k support plate 0 is pravided .to secure: the 
30, guard to the bumper and..compzisea a. substanr 
' tilly fla.t plate slightly outwardly cur, ve,d to. fit. 
the contour of the bumper, to ./hich it is secu.ed., 
flush against the outer surface tliereof by abolt 
2 inserted through a suitable aler.tur, e_ in the 
plate a.nd bumpez. A, sleeve 22 is f0rme.d- on, the 
inner surface of. the pla£e, adjao.ent .ttie downr 
wardly extendi.ng end which liesïn, a plane belDw 
ttie, bumper,, and piotally.., seauzes the tïumper 
g:uard to the. bumpez b: means, oï: a pi.0t pin 26 
insr,ted through- aper0r.e.d, eara 2 on-the, gnard 
and the sleeve [2. 
An angle iron 25 sexes ,äs .ttié hitch pl£e, one 
end of the plae beina secuzed to t!ie bumper 
by means of the holh 2t.Rasaïng tlough, a suït 
able aperture, formed .thexein,. The, .other  end 
extenda rerwardly from, the bumper ir a hori- 
zontal plane: and haa a sitable.pening to- 
tachbly suRporfl a dvawbaz- (hot,. shoxurD 
means of a conventional ball and sockefi 
$ ïor hitchirg a trafle to. the moter ehicl . 
Suitable means are provîded to carr, y. the. 
strain of, the: eight Ç£ th ra.,i.le_];- dir, eetly J the 
fr, ame. te: prewent, the defo_zmation, 0£- the-bilm-.. 
per and includes a connecting bar 32 having one 
end bent upwardly and apertured so as to be 
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bolted to the înneï surface of the bumpeï by 
bolt and nut 2. A U-shaped or channel bar 
$4 is secured to the top surface of the connect- 
ing bar at the otheï end thereof by conventional 
means such as bolt and nut SS, and îs adapted 
te clamp on the centeï bar of the ïrame of the 
caï. 
Of course, means are provided fo lock the 
bumper guard in eitheï a horizontal position or 
a vertical guaïd position, as shown in Figui'e 2 
of the dïawings and comprises a bearing Sç, 
which is secuïed to the undersurface of the 
hitch plate 28 adjacent one side thereof and 
designed te ïeceive a bearing sleeve 8 formed 
integrally with and extending at right angles 
from a locking bar 40. The foc!ring bar 40 is 
substantia]ly U-shaped and terminates in a 
lateral upwardly extending arm 42, having a 
longitudinal slot t4 formed therein. The up- 
wardly extending slotted arm 42 is angularly 
bent from the -shaped body portion 4 as at 
48 and extends outwaïdly therefrom, with termi- 
nating portion 48 being angularly bent ïrom the 
plane of the bar, as shown in Figure 2. The 
angulaï bend 48 serres as a retaining seat, when 
the guaïd is in a horizontal position. 
The bolt 50 extends through the slot 44 in the 
arm 4, with the head portion slidably received 
on the outer portion of the arm and secures the 
bar to the support plate 8, the bolt 5 being 
seated or received within a peripherat -shaped 
notch 2 disposed in the extending portion of 
the support plate 8. An apertured eaï or plate 
5 is pîvotally secured te a small integral flange 
88 extending laterally from the opposite side 
wall 5 of the bumpeï guard and is provided te 
receive the bolt 88 theïethrough, a wing nut  
being utilized te secuïe the connection. 
Thus, if can be seen, with reference to Figm'e 
2 of the drawings, that when it is desired to 
utflize the traileï hitch and secure a traileï to 
the extending hitch 28 by means of the ball 
and sockeç connection 5, the wing nut 8 is 
removed from the bolt 5 and the guard [4 is 
pivoted on pin 8. The bolt 50 is moved up- 
wardty thïough the slot-44 in the arm  and 
when the guard [4 ïeaches ifs extended hori- 
zontal position, with the bolt 50 ïeceived in the 
angularly bent terminal 8, the wing nut 88 is 
re-threaded on the shank of the bolt 5 and the 
guard is secured in a horizontal position, ob- 
viating the tendency of the guaïd fo become 
bïoken or loose, when the car and tïafler travel 
over bumpy ïoads. 
Thus, it can be seen that there is provided a 
combination bumpeï guard and traileï hitch de- 
signed for ail-purpose use and possessing many 
potentialities, inexpensive to manuïacture, easy 
to insta!l and efliciently opeïate with any type 
of autemobile and provided te serve a dual 
capacîty, as a bumpeï guard and tïaileï hitch 
assembly camouflage membeï. 
The foregoing dïawingS and description bave 
been fllustïative and descriptive of one form oï 
the invention and various changes in size or 
style or otherwise many be effected thereon by 
any pro'son skilled in the art, without departing 
ïïom the scope of the invention as expressed in 
the claires. 
Having described the invention what is claimed 
as new is: 
I. Lu combination with an automobile havin 
a bumpeï, a trailer hitch and burapeï guaïd in- 

4 
cluding a supportlng plate, having one end se- 
cured to the outer sui'face of a bumper, a steeve 
formed on the otheï end below the bumpeï, a 
bumpeï guaïd pivoted to said sleeve for vertical 
5 swinging movement, means for locking said 
guaïd in selected raised or lowered positions, an 
angle iïon secuïed atone end to the outeï sur- 
face of the support plate, means secured te said 
angle iron to attach a traileï theïeto, a con- 
 0 necting bar secured te .the inneï sui'face of the 
bumpeï, a channel bar secuïed to the other end 
of the connecting bar for clamping engagement 
with the frame of the automobile, said locking 
means for the bumpeï guaïd including a beaï- 
15 ing attached to the undeï surface of the exten- 
sion end of the angle iïon, a slotted rod pivotal- 
ly secured theïeon, means slidably received in 
said slot for securing said rod to the guaïd and 
supporting plate. 
20 2. In combination with an auotmobile having 
a bumper, a supporting plate secured te said 
bumpeï and extending therebelow, a hitch plate 
secuïed with said supporting plate to the bump- 
er, means carried by the hitch plate for coupling 
25 the draw bar oï a tïaileï thereto, a bumper 
guard pivotal]y secured te said supporting plate 
ïoï vertical swinging movement, means for se- 
curing said bumper guaïd in selected raised or 
lowered positions including a locking arm pivot- 
30 ally carried by the hitch plate, an apertuïed 
eaï pivotally associated, with the guard and 
means for securing said ama and eaï te the sup- 
porting plate and for locking said guard in a 
loweïed position, said arm terminating in an 
38 offset unattached extremity foming a seat for 
said means when the guaïd and arm are in a 
lowered position. 
3. A traileï hitch and guard theïefor com- 
prising a plate, means cam'ied by the plate fo 
40 secuïe the saine te a towing ehicle, means car- 
ried by and projcting fïom the plate for de- 
tachably c0upling a tïaileï therete, a casing 
pivoted to the plate for swinging movement 
toward and away from said last rneans, and a 
4 common means including a locking arm pivot- 
ally connected te the plate and securing means 
carried by the casing engaging the aïm for se- 
lectively retaining the casing in a position ad- 
jacent fo or ïemote h'om the coupling means, 
50 said arm being pïovided with a longitudinal 
slot, said securing means consisting of a clamp 
slidable in said slot and opeïable te frictionally 
engage the arm, said plate being provided with 
a notch in the edge theïeof and which notch 
5 is disposed in the arc of travel of said clamp, 
said clamp being selectively in said notch to 
urge said plate and arm into frictional engage- 
ment. 
JOHN F. McCALL. 
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